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Does Civility Equal Morality?

——The Most Important Basic Theoretical Question of Civility Education

Yuan Zheng



Abstract: In recent years, many scholars in this country call on vigorous civility education, claiming that
civility equals morality. Their views are succinct and appealing, but lack in rigor. This study shows that, for
ordinary citizens, civility is not morality. Such a conclusion naturally leads to the question: If so, why
should we strengthen civility education? The author explains the significance of civility to both the
individual and to society, and discusses under what circumstances it is justified to disregard the
requirements of civility.

Keywords: civility, morality, Rawls, aesthetic education



