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Cultural Change and Agency: Review on Prehistoric Societies on
the Northern Frontiers of China by Gideon Shelac

Lam Weng Cheong

This is a book review of Gideon Shelach’s latest work Prehistoric Societies on the
Northern Frontiers of China. The review consists of two major parts. First, it summarizes and
introduces Shelach’s new ideas about the change of subsistence economy toward the pastoral-
nomadic model and formation of new ethnic-like identities in Northern Zone during the first
millennium BC based upon his archaeological studies on settlement pattern, lithic tools,
palaeoenvironment, faunal and botanic remains, etc. Second, the review discusses several
issues in the new work that are worthy of a closer study including: 1) the relationship between
the formation of new identity and subsistence change; 2) the internal relationship between
different identities; 3) intrinsic natures of materials cultures that are embedded in cultural

choices.



