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Research on Straight Blade Bronze Daggers Unearthed From

Yuhuangmiao Cemetery

Teng Mingyu Zhang Liang

Based on the patterns of daggers’ handles, the straight blade bronze daggers unearthed

from Yuhuangmiao cemetery were classified into nine types. According to bronze ritual vessels

which were excavated in company with parts of bronze daggers, the author inferred that the

tombs with bronze daggers were originated from the middle of the Spring and Autumn Period

to the age between the Spring and Autumn Period and Warring States Period. On the basis of

the classification of bronze daggers, considering the distribution of different types of daggers in

the cemetery and the overall situation, the author claimed that the population of Yuhuangmiao

cemetery could be divided into some subgroups. It is possible that these subgroups belonged

to the warrior class of different families. Members of different families equaled each other in

social status. In addition, male leader of some family became the chief of the whole group;

supposedly, the chief came from different families by turns.



