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Decoding Smurov — On Nabokov’s Novel The Eye

YU Wei, DAl Zhuo-meng

(Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: In his works, Nabokov sets game and literature in the same important position and always
pursuits the effect of language game. His early novella The Eye is just based on such a principle. The
novel starts with tracking Smurov as the main line and ends with the coincidence of two hero images.
This paper attempts to analyze the character of Smurov from two aspects: “I” and the Other, and disclose
the deep meaning behind this image.

Key words: The Eye; Smurov; self-awareness
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