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Tentatively on the “Four Clean-ups” Movement in Zhalaite County

Ringin', LI Yu-wei?

(1.Center for Mongolia Studies of Inner Mongolia University, Hohhot, 010021;2. )

Abstract: In the 1960s, governments around Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, according to the spirit of the
Chinese Communist Party Central Committee, generally carried out the Socialist Education Movement in rural and
pastoral areas. This article explores the Socialist Education Movement’s issues in the Inner Mongolia agro-pastoral
ecotone by taking Zhalaite County for example. Zhalaite County’s Socialist Education Movement stoped from July
1965 to May 1966, involving the county and commune of the party and government departments, enterprises and
institutions. The movement experienced three stages: preparation, clean-up and construction. When government
corps joined village group, they propagandized the policy to the masses, mobilized the masses and cultivated
activists. In order to improve cadres’ understanding about the movement, the government held county-township
cadre meeting and countryside-village-team cadre meeting. The phenomenon that some cadres had violated law
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and forced command was exposed in practical work, then it was handled .The movement had some positive
impact on reorganizing management in productive practice and solving some specific production and living
problems in villages or teams. However, general guideline was biased, class struggle was stressed unrealistically,
and “restoration activity” and “pro-capitalist rightists” were emphasized and struck, causing some “Left” problems in
practical work. It struck at many cadres and people’s positivity in a way and had greater negative influence.

key words: Inner Mongolia; agro-pastoral ecotone; the “Four Clean-ups” Movement; Zhalaite County
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