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The Surviving Social and Ecological Environment Background of
the Agricultural Economy in the Western Xia Regime

Tang Zhuo-wei Wei Jian Souma Hide-hiro Xiao Xiao-ming Yang Yang Bai Ting-ting

The paper takes the social ecological background of agricultural economy of the Western
Xia Regime as the penetrating point of research. Basing on predecessors’ research and
our field survey, authors synthetically analyzed characteristics of agricultural economy and
the vicissitudes mechanism of the Western Xia Regime. The research shows reasons for the
long-range subsistence of the state political power with feudal separationist rule, which was
established by Tangut nationality of the Western Xia Regime. First, they received the advanced
ingredients of Han nationality in cultural and technical aspects, and selected compound
economy which developed cultivation and husbandry simultaneously according to the local
circumstances; they effectively withstood the pressures from both the variation of natural
ecological environment and the intrusion from other societies; the process of getting to
contabescence is the result of the collapse of the social ecological system led by the coupling

of political factors from inside and the pressure of outside social ecological environment.
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