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The writing of letters in the Northern Song China:
a case study of Fan Zhongyan’s extant letter

Abstract

By analyzing one of Fan Zhongyan’s extant letter which was written to Yinzhu,
this paper tries to describe the main and basic situation of correspondence among the
scholar-officials in the Northern Song China.

In the first part, from the external features, handwriting style and the basic
structure of Fan Zhongyan’s letter, this paper reviews the instrument and material of
writing in traditional China, include the so-called Four Treasures: the brush, ink stick,
ink stone and paper, and discusses the letter’s phraseology, style and etiquette in the
Northern Song China.

Moreover, base on the analysis of the way of correspondence between Fan
Zhongyan and Yin Zhu, this paper shows how the scholar-officials deliver letters
during that period of time, they would ask friends or servants to send their letters or
use official postal service.

Finally, this paper explores the reservation of letters and investigates how these
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14



letters disseminated from private sphere to public communication.
Keywords: the Northern Song China, scholar-officials, the writing of letters,

Fan Zhongyan
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