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The Proxy Remittance of Land Tax by Clerks and Runners

in the Mid and Late Ching China

Zhou Jian
(Department of History, Peking University)

Abstract: In the mid and late Ching China , the major system of land tax collection was not the
zi-feng tou-gui (taxpayers were supposed to deposit their wrapped tax sliver in the yamen’s locked
chests) ,which was the statutory system, but all kinds of tax farming (bao-zheng), among which,
the shu-chai bao-zheng (proxy remittance by the clerks and runners of yamen and village) was the
most prevalent. It was zong-shu, gui-shu, li-shu, liang-chai who played a leading role in the
business of bao-zheng. The paucity of reliable land registers and tax data forced magistrates
relegate responsibility for fulfillment of government tax quotas to the clerks and runners of yamen
and village. Besides, it was economical and expedient for them to render a contract to clerks and
runners for collecting the land tax in the district. As a decentralized pattern of fiscal administration,
the shu-chai bao-zheng inevitably led to embezzlement, which means it was a high-costs tax
collection system. The shu-chai bao-zheng of land tax was a typical manifestation of the fiscal
administration of Ching China.

Key Words: Mid and Late Ching China; Land Tax; Shu-chai bao-zheng (Proxy Remittance by
Clerks and Runners); fiscal administration
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