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Intermarriage Alliance and Genesis of Lineage among the Tujia: Transformations
of Native Chieftains in Western Hunan during the Ming Dynasty
Xie xiaohui, Division of Humanities, the Hong Kong University of Science and Te
chnology
Abstract: The Peng ancestral hall, the first ancestral hall built by native chi
eftains in western Hunan, plays a crucial role in understanding the Tujia minor
ity and local society. Nowadays, local residents perceive the images of the sta
tues in terms of ghosts of the territorial king (wang gui), ancestors of the Pe
ng surname and gods. The diversified meanings of the statues show not only the
great ethnic gap in understanding supernature, but also the historical structur
ing process of the local society.
Before the establishment of the Hall in the late Ming dynasty, the native chief
tains and their people worshipped wang gui. In the legends, those wang gui are
remote ancestors or ghosts of some heroic chieftains, usually subjects of local
alliance based on relatives by exchanging chieftains’ daughters or brothers w
ith different surnames, or even without a surname. With the implementation of t
he native chieftain system (¢us7i) and the expansion of the Han culture, the pow
er of native chieftains mainly comes from the imperial court rather than local
alliance. After the establishment of the first ancestral hall in 1591, wang gui
were deemed as ancestors of the descendants of chieftains and endowed with the
same surname. The diversified meanings of statues incorporate not only the his
tory of government power expansion, but also that of the structural transformat
ion of Tujia societies from brotherhood or intermarriage based on alliance to t
he Han unilineal descendant mode. In this process, following local alliance tra
dition as well as creating lineage through adopting Chinese surnames and patril
ineal descendant mode, were their arts of not only resisting state’ s expansion
but also gaining state’ s political and economical resources
Key Words: Miao Frontier, Western Hunan, Native Chieftain, Intermarriage Allian

ce, Lineage
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