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The perspective of Confucian in the study of
the Morality Books and its limitation
Zhuxinwu
( Department of Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005,China)

Abstract: There are three main perspectives in the study of the Morality Books: from the
perspective of religion, Confucian and popular culture. Each of them has its subject, which
contributes to the study of the Morality Books. The Confucian perspective mainly used in
mainland China. This perspective focused on the religionalization and popularization of
the Confucian, and then unveiled the complexity of the practical Confucian in Late
Imperial China. However, the Confucian perspective has its own limitation. That is, it can’t
portray the practicial, spacial and folk contexts of the Morality Books. Therefore, it is
necessary to do the field works to found more sources and then emphasize the production,
circulation and utilization of the Morality Books.
Key words: Ming and Qing dynasties; the study of the Morality Books; the perspective of
Cnfucian.
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