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Ancestors were worshipped together in the Shang and Zhou Dynasty




Geng Chao
(College of History, HeBei University)

Abstract: During the Shang Dynasty, when offering sacrifices to the ancestors, those of the
same gender or the same generation with blood relations were worshipped together, such as the
male ancestors including the great-grandfathers, grandfathers, fathers and brothers, the female
ancestors including the great-grandmothers, grandmothers, mothers and so on, while husbands and
wives, such as grandparents or parents, were seldom worshipped together. However, since the
mid-Western Zhou Dynasty, those who were worshipped together changed greatly. Grandparents
and parents were increasingly worshipped together. This change in the relationships between those
who were worshipped together reflects the concept change of those who offered the sacrifices. It
reflects that in Western Zhou Dynasty, the nuclear family with husband and wife gradually gained
independence and in a variety of family relationships, marital relationship had transcended the
other relationships to get the attention and respect of the Zhou Dynasty.

Keywords: ancestor , ancestors were worshipped together , gender relation, gender concept,

Women’s status
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