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Portrayal of Scholars’ Lives during Their Official Travel in the Late

Ming Dynasty:

The Study Value of Life-History of Notes Novel "Wuzazu Which

was Written by Xie Zhaozhe

Abstract: This paper cites Xie Zhaozhe’s daily life which had been recorded in his well-known
notes novel "Wuzazu” as an instructive attempt to examine the scholars’ daily lives during their
official travel time at micro level in the Late Ming Dynasty. After his birth in Hangzhou, Xie had
plenty of living experience in and out of hometown owe to his timely success in the imperial
examination, which made his daily life present more connotations than peers. Compiled in his
later years, “Wuzazu” had the merits of preserving author’s living details: his anxiety of the
maladministration which made by the court he served for; his sincere love for the land where he
grew up; his impressions generated in the long period of official travel and attentions which had
been timely diverted from one place to another. Probably we will have rare opportunities to find a



group of particular intellectuals who persist in their simple and elegant lifestyle in the period of
desire times in late Ming Dynasty. Diversified forms and abundant contents have made notes
novel a beneficial type of primary materials for life history studies.

Keywords: Xie Zhaozhe; “Wuzazu”; late Ming Dynasty; scholars; everyday life history
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