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Subject: The Behaving Principles for The gentrys Living in the Countryside, shown
by Fengchang Parental Instructions

Abstract:This paper analyses the principles which the the gentry Wang Shiming observed when
he lived in his hometown, form three angles as family relationship, neighbor-dealing way and the
principle of affiliating with the government, with the center set on the Fengchang Parental
Instructions which Wang Shiming of Taicang Prefecture wrote in Kangxi 9" Year (1670), a
reference from the historical data as twenty and more articles of instructions and family letters etc.
that Wang Shiming wrote this time, and a combination with the social characters of late Ming and
early Qing Dynasty of Southeast China and the evolution of Wang's family. Many researchers
pointed out that, most scholar-bureaucrats of late Ming dynasty in Southeast China ignored local
welfare and people’s tribulation, and pursued only their personal interest. However, the following
behaving principles are shown in Wang Shiming's words and deeds: firstly, not to gain self-interest
using the personal friendship with local officials and not to indulge relations who may abuse
neighbors, which are the basal principles scholar-bureaucrat must abide. Based on these principles,
with a premise of preserving fortune and keeping family influence, the family should do
something favorable to local community, as benevolences. This means that the keynote of Wang
Shiming’s behaving principle is to be generous and friendly with people, not ignoring local
interest completely. In fact, the idea of “benefiting people” which concerns the local good was the
desired and ideal image of the gentrys that time. But, in the late Ming dynasty and the early Qing
dynasty, if the gentrys did something according to the ideal image completely, the personal benefit
of the gentrys would not be guaranteed. So, many scholar-bureaucrats were in a quandary between
considering local good and pursuing personal benefit, keeping family influence; they were even of
duplicity. The principles and causes of this life mode deserve our close attention.
Keywords: Late Ming and Early Qing Dynasty, Taicang, The gentry, Wang Shiming, Parental
Instructions
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