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Folk Religion and Rural Society in the Jiangnan Area in Repubilican China:An Analysis Based on
Intervies in Wujiang County

SATO Yoshifumi, Associate Professor, Hitotsubashi Univeristy  Oral History, Rural
Society,Lower Yangze Area, Folk Religion

Abstract:

Based on the oral history interviews in Da Changbin in Wujiang County, this essay investigates
the structure of villages in South Yangtze Region in ROC, and the overlap of basic society, from a
perspective of temple-centered folk religion. “She Cun” (social countries), which referred to areas
resulted from religious reasons, for example the sacrifices in temples, was the feature of rural
society in South Yangtze. The connection in cultural stratums like sacrifice and faith was the
similarity the “She Cun” shared; however, this connection was not the only frame that restricted
the production and daily life of villagers. After all, “She Cun” in South Yangtze Region was a
cultural synthesis. The characters of this synthesis corresponded with features pointed out by
studies on the characteristics of Chinese rural communities which were based on surveys carried
out during the World War 11, which is weak unity and conformity, openness of relationships
between individuals.

It is practical to do comparative study with societies and groups of opposite principals if we
are to clarify the folk religion and its background, the social relationship of rural society in South
Yangtze Region. Recent studies on temples in Manchukuo pointed that social groups there shared

a character called “dendritic group”, which reflected in the phenomena that circular agents
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concentrated in county seats and in the form of temple fairs as well. Relatively, the character of
domestic social groups was called “network group”, which referred to economical joints scattered
through countries. If we adopt this assumption, rural societies in South Yangtze in this essay can
be compared to a fine net composed of joints made of individual relationship or geopolitical and
genetic connections.

Key words: Oral History, South Yangtze Region, Rural Society, Temple Fair, Folk Religion
PEB I Pl pln, HOAR- Mo N ek 2 S| 183,



