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The life of Zheng Xiaoxu as a Qing Dynasty’s remnant in Shanghai (1911-1931) : Center on
“Diary of Zheng xiaoxu ”

Zhang Xiaochuan,
(Department of history, Suzhou University of science and technology )

Abstract: The whole life of Zheng Xiaoxu(1860-1938) can be divided into three stages: the
politician who be keen on advocating reform before Xinhai Revolution, the remnant of Qing
Dynasty in Shanghai after Xinhai Revolution (form 1911 to 1931) and the Prime Minister of
Manchukuo form 1932 to 1938. This paper is focus on the life of Zheng Xiao-xu as the remnant of
Qing Dynasty in Shanghai. According to the “Diary of Zheng Xiaoxu” we can see: after Xinhai
Revolution, Zheng Xiaoxu extensively involved in many activities in the circle of Shanghai
remnant of Qing Dynasty. On the one hand , by working in the Commercial Press, selling words,
investing industry, real estate, stocks, bonds and other business activities, he accessed to superior
economic base. On the other hand, by organizing Dujinghui, participating Yiyuanhui and
Xiaohanhui which were the societies of Shanghai Qing Dynasty’s Remnant, he became an
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important figure in the circle of Shanghai Qing Dynasty’s Remnant. Zheng xiaoxu’s shanghai life
reflected both the common features of the circle of Shanghai Qing Dynasty’s remnant, but also
demonstrated Zheng’s personality. What Zheng Xiaoxu was thinking at this period provided a clue
for us to understand the road after his selection in 1932.

Keyword: Zheng Xiaoxu, Shanghai, the circle of Qing Dynasty’s remnant
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