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“I argue that Tianjin’s twentieth century bankers, although urban, exhibited little or
no local identity. .They were a group of cosmopolitan elites with close ties to supralocal
networks and a strong sense of professionalism, both of which militated against any purely
local identity....... bankers did not organize along single native-place lines. Instead, blocs of
people from different native places cooperated with each other in historically and
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The multi-faceted changes and the alternation of the power structure in China during the late
Qing and early Republican period had greatly affected the lives of the people at the time. Take the
late-Qing educational reform as an example, the career path and the social space of traditional
scholars were totally altered by the establishment of modern schools and the abolition of the
Imperial examination system in 1905. During the reform period, students received both the
classical and the new education in China; some furthered their studies aboard and later became
bridges between East and West. The renowned modern banker, Bian Baimei(1884-1968), was one
of those who were born in China during the reform period, received economics training overseas
and later played a significant role in the development of modern China. This paper will make use
of the sources in The Diary of Bian Baimei and other related materials to examine the mentality
and life of the banker during his stay in Beijing and Tianjin before the 1930s. It will also take Bian
Baimei as a case study to explore the lifestyles of the upper-middle class in metropolises in
modern China.
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