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The Knowledge Types, Medicine distribution, and Importation of the Northen Medicine specified in the
"Notes of Tao" in the "Pents Ao Ching Ji Zhu" by Yen- Pong Chen, Assistant Prof. of the Department of
History, the Dong Hwa University of Taiwan

The meaning of the "Notes Collection” of Tao Hong-jing regarding the ancient pharmaceuticals
knowledge in the development of Chinese herbalism is to continue the beforehand and to inspire the afterward,
in the research scope of medical history, it also reflects the change of relating knowledge under certain time and
space. Most critics after mid-century were focus on the correctness of the knowledge itself, even though they
highly praised the contribution of Tao Hong-jing on text and format, still criticized the content of the "Notes of
Tao," considering it against the principal of the naturalism. However, from a different viewpoint, the notes of
Tao exactly reflected the effection of variation of history to medical science and medical treatment. Under such
aspect, the "Notes Collection" of Tao is a collection of knowledge resulting from the transtion of the outer
surroundings. It's not only the politics, economy, society and culture that had been affected, but also the
essence of medical science and the information regarding the basis and origin of medicine were reorganized.

Keywords: Tao Hong-jing, Pents Ao Ching Ji Zhu, Pents Ao, medicine, origin, history
of medical treatment, history of medial science, Six Dyansties



