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The Operation and Development of Islands in South China from the Ming to the
Qing: a Case of Weizhou Island in Tonking Gulf

Abstract: The operation and development of islands in south China from the Ming to
the Qing made complex entanglement of power and interests, indicating a long-term
process of the state power expansion in local society. Pearl fishers were rich in
Weizhou Island in the Tonking Gulf since ancient times. The Ming government for
pearl industry monopoly set up a coastal defense system in Weizhou Island and its
surrounding waters to fight against pearl fishers, causing long-term local disturbances.
In the face of illegal immigration and piracy between western Guangdong and
Vietnam, the Qing government was in dilemma to take the island closure or open
policy. Until the French missionary helped a large number of Hakka people settle on
Weizhou Island in late Qing and eventually forced the official to open island
absolutely, villages with certain scale there were gradually formed and Weizhou
Island came into the national administrative system ultimately.

Key words: Weizhou Island, Coast Defense, Pearl Industry, Hakka, Catholic Church
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