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New Research on the Cause of the prevalence of great wakao raids of Chia-ching
eraTong Jie

(College of History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071)

Abstract: Most scholars concluded the causes of the prevalence of great wako raids in Chia-ching era from the
Ming policy of forbidding overseas travel, weakness of costal defense, political corruption and the distinctiveness
of Japan Sengoku period etc. However, the prevalence of Great wako raids of Chia-ching era resulted from the
historical development and the world situation. After the advent of Portuguese in 1520s, Japanese began to extract
its silver mine in 1530s, which made the precondition for China-Japan-Portugue triangle smuggling trade in 1540s.
With the expanding of the Coastal smuggling trade quickly, piracy was the rampant around the costal areas. At
once, many victims suffered from famine occurred in Jiangsu and Zhejiang area were forced to become pirates.
Around 1550s, failure of seafaring prohibition policy executed by Zhuwan and the Mongolia Altan Khan’s
invasion forced Ming Dynasty to shift its defensive focus to the north and adopted the passive policy in the south
ever since. With the help of local powerful families, Wangzhi annexed other pirate forces by taking advantages of
the authority’s appeasement policy in this favorable circumstance and formed the largest pirates’ gang. Ultimately,
Wangzhi’s gang looted coastal areas colluding with Wako based on Hairdo, which was the main reason of the
prevalence of great wak®d raids in Chia-ching era.

Key Words: The great wako raids of Chia-ching era; smuggling trade; The policy of forbidding overseas travel ;

Famine ; Wangzhi
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