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Development of legal protection of common property owned by descendant groups from the
Song to the Qing China.

In this paper, the author surveys the development of legal protection of common property
owned by descendant groups from the Song to the Qing period. In the late Northern Song,
sales of graveyard and ritual property commonly held by descendant groups were wholly
prohibited. In the Southern Song, more realistic law that prohibited descendants to sell
common property within certain period. Further the Yuan court wholly banned the sales
of graveyard. But there are no laws that prohibited the sales of common properties in
the laws enacted in the early Ming. Up to the middle Qing period,

Regulations that prohibited member of lineage members to privately sell common properties
such as graveyard, ritual properties, etc. ware legislated, and offered a certain legal

guarantees to the development of lineage organization

common descendant group, lineage, common property, ritual property, graveyard,

management of forested mountain, legal protection
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