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Old Fields and New Vision: Study on Social History of the Ming-Qing Dynasties
from the Views of Customs
Chang Jianhua

Abstract: The discussions on the seeds of capitalism promote the study of social customs of the
Ming-Qing Dynasties. Especially the full studies on the social values after 16th century have induced the
topic of the social history of the Ming-Qing Dynasties and the emerging research results after the 1980s.
The study on the customs in the Ming-Qing Dynasties and the related issues can carried on from the
following six aspects: Views of customs in the Ming-Qing Dynasties as a method; The study of
consumption in the Ming-Qing Dynasties centering on the problem of luxury; Globalization and the
views of customs in the Ming-Qing Dynasties; Custom properties and regional research of the
Ming-Qing Dynasties; Occupational outlook and Views of customs in the Ming-Qing Dynasties;
Changing customs and habits and social change in the Ming-Qing Dynasties. In future the research
emphasis should be placed on using the "new concept”, exploring " the new historical materials " and
dealing with " trans-century " .

Key Words: The Ming-Qing Dynasties Customs Social values Social history 16th century
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