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“Difference in Understanding” and Conflict in Applying Laws to Criminal Cases in Qing
Dynasty:Focusing on Disputes Between Board of Punishment and Local Governments
YAO Yang

(Department of Historical Studies, Tianjin Museum, Tianjin 300201)

Abstract: “Constitution of crime” is the basic characteristics used to determine the establishment of a
crime. In the trials of criminal cases in Qing Dynasty, due to the different spirits to treat law application
and the flaws of the laws itself, the officials of the Board of Punishment and the local governors often had
different understanding on “constitution of crime”. The conflict between the two sides, which occurred in
discriminating accusation and punishment by the use of “constitution of crime”, reflects the differences
and similarities between the officials of the Central Government and local governments in the aspects of

treating law application and dealing with the relationship between “human sympathy” and “law”.
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