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Retrospect and prospect of studies on Chu Hsi's Family Rituals

Centre for Historical Anthropology in Sun Yat-sen University zhou xin

Abstract: Chu Hsi's Family Rituals was among the best-known books of Late Imperial
China. Many scholars have devoted themselves to the study of Chu Hsi's Family Rituals On four
toptics: Chu Hsi's authorship of the Family Rituals, difference between the Family Rituals and
Shu-i, circulation and diffusion of the Family Rituals, practice and performance on the Offering
Hall and Ancestral rites in the Family Rituals. The article is to provide a critical review of the
study and fore-sighted outlook so as to offer more valuable reference material for scholars who are
concerned about the Family Rituals.

Keyword: Chu Hsi's Family Ritual circulation and diffusion of texts practice and
performance on rites  Offering Hall  Ancestral rites



