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On Traditional Chinese Culture of Five-Color Gods
Xu Zhena
(The Institute of History Studies , Tianjin Academy of Social Science, Tianjin
300191)

Abstract: The Five Gods (wu di), who were in charge of the system of Five-elements
(wu xing) of gold, wood, fire and earth, and hence were also called the Spirits of
Five-elements (wu xing zhi shen), or the Kings of Five-essences (wu jing zhi jun),
were very important divine system in ancient China. Although for the requirement
of political unity, the Five-Color Gods were demoted from the supreme god to
functional god subject to the Heaven, they still enjoyed very high position, who had
not only been one of the main deities worshiped by the State, but also permeated the
folk worships and become the worshipping object of various religious sects. The
ancient Chinese people had designed exquisite sacrificial rites to express their strong
desire to attain the realm of unity of heaven and human.
Keywords: Five-Color Gods (wu se di), symbol of five-color, doctrine of
five-elements
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