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The Shield of Local Security: The Xunjiansi System of Suzhou Region in Ming and Qing
Dynasties
Zhao Siyuan
(Si-mian Institution for Advanced Studies in Humanities, East China Normal University)

Abstract: Xunjiansi, the military inspectorate, is the sub-district police office
system in Ming and Qing dynasties. Xunjiansi set in Suzhou from Song dynasty,
which around the Taihu lake and riversides. The quantity of xunjiansi achived its
summit in early Ming dynasty, that four or five for every county in average. After the
reform of single whip, xunjiansi in Suzhou were dissolve significantly, until the
counties division at 1725, every county dominate one xunjiansi in averagy in Suzhou.
The main duty of Xunjian is police issue and smuggling suppressing, beside these,
they also charged the issue overstep the regulation, which including affairs that water
conservancy, lawsuit, civilization and relieve. As a case Baoshizhao show the practice
of xunjiansi in late Qing dynasty. They who get the first scholar degree (shengyuan)
occupied most xunjiansi position, their administration were under the strict limitation
from magistrates. In Ming and Qing dynasties, the phenomenon that xunjiansi stated
in market towns (shizhen) were considered as they could administrate market towns.
In most cases, xunjiansi stated in market towns is out of bellowing cost. Xunjiansi in
market towns may not have the sufficient power on sub-district control.

Key words: Suzhou Xunjiansi Shizhen-administration water conservancy Bao
Shizhao
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