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A study on Guangren Tang in Tianjin
Zhang Lu
(Center for Chinese Social History Studies, Nankai University)

Abstract: To the early years of late Guangxu,Tianjin almost had not charity organization
with the function of "medicine distribution”.Neither officials nor the gentry took much efforts to
participate in public health care. After the Ding-wu disaster,the establishment of Guangren Tang in
Tianjin was a response to the epidemic following the disaster, also was the important supplement
to Tianjin medical charity. Tianjin GuangrenTang still was a charity institution,but its medical
function expanded greatly.These institutions were established and managed mainly by ordinary
gentry,but they were also regularly controlled and funded by local officials.Official capability was
stronger than private ability,may be the local feature of Tianjin.

Key Words: The late Qing dynasty; Tianjin; Philanthropy; Medical treatment
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