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The Environment and Water Conservancy of Zhexi Area from the Ming Dynasty on
Feng Xianliang
(Department of History, Fudan University )

Abstract: It was the important integrant for the Taihu Lake plain that the prefectures Hangzhou,
Jiaxing and Huzhou of Zhexi area formed a community, where water conservancy was the key
public work all the while. According to the traditional graduation of water control theory, Jiaxing
and Huzhou located the kernel of water control, but the most of Hangzhou was at the fringe. From
the Ming dynasty on many mature theories or practices existed in Zhexi area. Water conservancy
establishment lied at the plain and mountainous area, such as weirs, ponds, dams, and so on,
needed long-term effective maintenance. The layout and practice of water conservancy became
systematization from the Ming dynasty to the Republic of China, and popular needs entered the sight
of local government by the agent of gentry. Every county’s water control should be planed as a whole
by provincial assignment, then programmed water control’s motives and outlay’s usage. This was the
significant difference between modern country and imperial times.

Keywords: Zhexi, water conservancy establishment, manual reconstruction, environmental
changes
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