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A Chance Encounter between Kangxi Emperor and Huizhou Merchants: Case
Study about Cheng(#Z) Clan of She(#() County in Huizhou

Cho, Young—hun
(Hong-ik University, Korea)

Abstract:This paper examines the relationship between Huizhou merchants and state authority
focusing on Southern Tours of Kang—xi Emperor along the Grand Canal. As is well known, the
ostensible reason for southern tour is to inspect critical hydraulic infrastructure, especially
the Yellow River-Grand Canal hydraulic system. And huizhou merchant, whose main commercial
headquarters were located in Huai-Yang region, participated in water control on their own
initiative and spared no efforts to attract emperor’ s favor during southern tours. Finally,
they succeeded not only in coming into close relation with state authority but also in
commanding the Grand Canal.

Key Words : southern tour, kangxi emperor, huizhou merchants, grand canal, huaian—yangzhou

region, hydraulic management
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