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Citizen or Natural Person
——The First Exploration on the Fist Dilemma of Rousseau's Civic Education Theory

Yu Wei

Abstract: With the cutting point of seeing through Rousseau's civic education theory, we analyze the

contradictionsand conflicts inside his thoughts, rethink profoundly the First Principle of civic education

with

the relationship among individual, nation and society, and offer a perspective for reflection on the

pre-conditional issues with civic education. Considering Rousseau's civic education theory from the

whole field of vision, the conjunction and breakage of his civic education and natural person education

reflected his arduous efforts and puzzles in pursuing the golden section ratio between individual and

nation in education. This pursuit has brought us the presupposed valuable cultural wealth of civic

education, that is, individual freedom is limited by its stage of social development; its home is with

negative freedom but not with positive freedom; nation power is led by morality but not being shaped,

aiming at individual but not the nation; social orientation is the combination of social humanization and



human socialization.

Key words: Rousseau, civic education, individual, nation



