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The Special Usages of X dehen (X 51R) in Shaoyang Dialect
and the Evolution of dehen (151R)

JIANG Xiezhong, LUO Xinru
(Hunan Normal University,Hunan Changsha , 410081)

Abstract: The structure X dehen (f81R) in Shaoyang dialect has many kinds of usage.Except expressing
high degree,it can express the urgency,necessity or probability of an action or an event. In Shaoyang
dialect, dehen (f44R) lexicalizes from a cross-layer structure to a modal word,and in the course of its
evolution, it gets the modal function.Its’ evolution route accords with the grammaticalization patterns of
‘Dynamic Modal>deontic modality>epistemic modality’ by and large,which is a common
grammaticalization patterns of human languages.

Keywords: dehen (f5/R) ;Shaoyang dialect; modality; lexicalization; grammaticalization



