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Research on the North Shaolin Temple in Yuan Dynasty Helahelin City

YE Xian-yun

(East China Normal University Library, Shang Hai 200241 )

Abstract: Helin city, the early capital of the Yuan dynasty, was an important political, economic and cultural center.
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Religious activities were developed and temples such as the Xingguo Temple were built. The Songshan Shaolin
Temple in Henan province, a fountainhead of Chan, had a great influence in the central plains region. In 1248, the
Shaolin Temple abbot, Monk Xuetingfuyu went to Helin city, took up the position of the Xingguo Temple abbot. It is
recorded that he also established another temple, known as the North Shaolin Temple. Xuetingfuyu was closely
related to the court, and was appointed leader of Buddhism in the Yuanxianzong and Yuanshizu eras. In the Yuan
dynasty, a era when great importance was attached to Buddhism, Xuetingfuyu was a representative of the eminent
monks, and the North Shaolin Temple built in Helin had an important symbolic significance.

Key words: North Shaolin Temple; Monk Xuetingfuyu; Helin city; Xingguo Temple
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