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Comparative Study on the Cultural History of Mongolian and Han Chinese
Different Practice of Location

Hurelbaatar®,LIU Xiao-feng?

(Inner Mongolia Normal University, Inner Mongolia, Hohhot, 010022)

Abstract: One of the fundamental questions of contemporary studies on ethnic identity is the relationship between
ethnic language and culture. This article aims to investigate the question of if a ethnic group who have lost their
ethnic language can maintain their traditional culture. For doing so, the paper comparatively investigates Mongol
and Han Chinese everyday practice of location and direction from the approach of social and cultural history.
Concept of location and direction is an old and popularly observed cultural phenomenon, which is always mingled
with people’s everyday life. People always consider the location and directions when they form villages, build
houses and compounds, monasteries and temples, pagodas, and even tomb and graves. Practice of location and
directions barely changes along with the political, economic, even religious changes.. For instance, for Mongols
since the 13" century, there have been a lot of social, political and religious changes, but the basic concept of
revering the right side has not been changed but more diversified. This paper makes a comparative study of the
concept of location and direction of Mongolian and Han Chinese who live in a same village to investigate the
transmission and transformation of the traditional culture of the Tumed Mongols who have lost their mother tongue.

Key woeds: place;location;grave
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