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NS TR H CRARAE “ ARZ”, K DR IR K AL RIS B . B 312000
SEAHEAT T EH R GURT R R AR A RS TR HR, XSRS REZE 55 DT B Kk
AR AR N = o BT BA S SR AR N 53 48 55 HA I PR HE AR I ik R R 08 S 2% & A 2 DR bz B ) 2 3045
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MZe” b, R XN Rz SRR S M BT A . Sad kil AT 15 T B SR 248,
HRB BN ANRIRIRE, 205 R R IR TUE . RSB R R 2N AR 5 BUFIE
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Abstract: The aim of this article is to generalise the characteristics of Hong Kong’s welfare regime and provide
implications to mainland China. By reviewing the literature in English, it is first argued that the concept of
‘welfare state’ should be replaced by ‘welfare regime’. Then, three dimensions of the welfare regime theory -
welfare mix, welfare outcomes and historical development - are used to analyse Hong Kong. It is pointed out that
despite of some universalistic social programs existing, the combination of authoritarianism and selected
Confucianism has shaped Hong Kong’s welfare regime. Hong Kong’s welfare regime over-relies on the market
and family. Thus, it fails to actualise social rights and narrow the income gap. Therefore, against the background of
CEPA, which is encouraging much closer relationship, mainland China should learn both positive and negative
experiences from Hong Kong’s welfare regime in order to innovate its social administration.

Key Words: Welfare State; Hong Kong’s Welfare Regime; Market; Authoritarianism; Confucianism
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