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How to Cultivate Humanity: the Relationship among Community,
Citizenship and Humanity

JIN Sheng-hong
(Research Institute for Moral Education , Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract:In political community, the communications among members are interactions based on the
equal identity of citizenship. By leading the public life, every citizen activates, unfolds and fulfills his or
her internal values and capacities through participation of the diverse activities and practical
opportunities initiated and provided by the community. Individuals complete themselves through
cooperation with other members in the community and sharing the spiritual resources created by other
citizens. The fundamental condition for every citizen to develop his or her rationality, morality and



individuality is to live in the community. Therefore, political community must rationally construct and
reconstruct in a moral way so that it can create the common life and public sphere to develop humanistic
citizenship; and only in this way the community can exert its significance in cultivating noble humanity.
The community plays an important role in the identification of citizenship, which determines the nature of
the community and the way of community life. Only when political community establishes the citizenship
and equity, can it treat the citizens with justice and equity; can the friendly, united, equal and
harmonious relationship between citizens be formed.

Key words:political community; citizenship; public spirit; humanity



