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On the Kinds and Hierarchy of Responsibility

WANG Fengyan, ZHENG Hong

Abstract: One’s sense of responsibility varies. When a person reaches the pre-conventional
level, his/her sense of responsibility is no longer a matter of existence, but shows a hierarchy of
responsibility. It is argued in this paper that a combination and categorization of the Heteronymous
Responsibility and the Autonomous Responsibility with the Hard-role Responsibility and the
Soft-role Responsibility may be the hierarchy of responsibility at various developmental levels,

according to which the bottom level refers to the Heteronymous Responsibility and the Hard-role



Responsibility; the second level refers to either the common-level Autonomous Responsibility
and Hard-role Responsibility or the Heteronymous Responsibility and Soft-role Responsibility;

the third level refers to either the high-level Autonomous Responsibility and Hard-role
Responsibility, the Autonomous Responsibility and Soft-role Responsibility accompanied with
sacrificing myself and my family to achieve the goal of our society, or the common-level
Autonomous Responsibility and soft-role Responsibility; and the high level refers to the
high-level Autonomous Responsibility and soft-role Responsibility. This model would be a
theoretical framework in deciding teaching procedures and materials for responsibility education.

Key words: responsibility; role; levels; hierarchy
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