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An Introduction to Language Field Work Memoir (2007.)

Jia Hongwei
(Minzu University of China, Beijing, 100083)

Abstract: Linguistic field work in China, based on the record of historic archives, can trace back to Zhou
Dynasty and Qin Era, and it got its zenith in ancient China with On Dialects and Foreign Languages by Yang
Xiong, a linguist in the era of Han Dynasty. However, Linguistic field work in modern Chinese linguistics is more
related to modern linguistic theories in Europe and America, but not to traditional Chinese linguistic thoughts and
field work skills, so there comes with questions such as “What methodologies are frequently taken in modern
Chinese linguistic field work?”, “How do modern Chinese linguists do their linguistic field work now?”, “What
qualities should a linguistic field worker be equipped with?”, etc. Language Field Work Memoir (2007) has dealt
with all the latter questions, but what features does this book have? And how is it about? These two questions come
with my comments on their relations and my review on the Memoir mentioned above.
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