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An Art Design Analysis on the Decoration of Bucket-Shaped Pot in the
Xinglongwa Culture

Chen Ji-ling Chen Sheng-gian
(College of Humanities,Jilin University,Changchun,130012; Research Center for Chinese Frontier

Archaeology of JiLin University,Changchun,130012)

Abstract: It is a fairly new research field for art design analysis on decoration motif of prehistoric pottery,
which has an irreplaceable role in exploring the spiritual world of past people and their internal social
structures. This paper tentatively analyzes and explains the decoration motif of bucket-shaped pot in the
Xinglongwa culture, in terms of the Roland Barthes’ methodology that emphasizes the significance of
internal meaning behind the direct similarities, and the structuralist method that often stresses a binary
contrast. The art motif of bucket-shaped pot of the Xinglongwa culture directly imitates the style of rattan
containers, but it further manifests an underlying social structure that highly emphasized social discipline,
moral norm, and in that society women had higher social status. In the period of Xinglongwa culture,
people utilized art motif including pottery decoration, jade and internal space arrangement, to transmit
some important information such as social norms, group identities, sexual relationships as well as
recognitions on nature. These help them to consolidate their societies for the successful adaptation in a
marginal environment for the incipient agriculture.

Keywords: Prehistoric art; semiotic analysis; internal structure; symbol meaning
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