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The Best Instincts in Russia’s Soul

——On The Old and The New

ZU Chun-ming

(CASS Institute of Philosophy, Beijing, 100732, China)

Abstract: Khomiakov had been the leader and soul of the Slavophiles. In mid-19th-century, there had
been a fierce debate between the Slavophiles and Westerners. They argued about the Russian historical
path. The Old and the New (1939), an important literature of the philosophy of history in Russia, is the
mark of the Slavophiles’ formation. Its view, content and style are highly valued. In terms of its view, this
article expresses the main point and view of the Slavophiles: to search and revive the kind principles in
ancient Russian life, and to insist on the independent path of modernization. In terms of its content, it
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describes Russian history in a unique way, and gives a profound interpretation. But this interpretation is
designed for Russia’s future path. And about the style, it represents the writing style of almost all the
Russian thinkers in that time: philosophical comment. In strict sense, it is not a philosophical article but a
comment. Since Russian Philosophy began with the Philosophy of History, and the Philosophy of History
began with the debate between the Slavophiles and Westerners, this article will help us understand
Philosophy of History in Russia, even the whole Russian Philosophy better.

Keywords: Philosophy of History; Russia; Historical Path; Slavophiles
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