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Empiricism Versus Rationalism:

The Philosophical Controversy of Moral Education in Life

——Implications from“Self-query”Made by Professor LU Jie
LV Li-yan
(Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University)

Abstract: Life Theory is the major contribution made by Professor Lu Jie to
Chinese moral education theory. Life Theory is based on the understanding of humans
and morality . An exploration into its philosophic pedigree shows that moral education
in life has its foundation of practical philosophy C(empiricism). However, Professor
Lu Jie’ article “Self-query” has opened another window of metaphysic theory

(rationalism), unfolding for us the conflict between these two philosophies. The
conflict is deeply expressed in the philosophical issue of “Morality is from life” and
the ethical issue of “Morality is for life” put for ward by moral education in life,

Keywords: moral education in life; life theory; empiricism; rationalism



