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Social Exchange and Traditional Filiality in

“24 Stoies of Filialty”

Liu Zhong-shi
(Editorial Board of Oriental Forum, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071,
China)

Abstract: As in other areas of social life, “24 stoies of filialty” contains
extensive social exchange, including the exchange between filial behavior and
“heaven as god”, “heaven as nature” and the mighty ones. In the process of exchange,
filial sons gain social status and power and wealth, social approval and parental
love. These kinds of exchange have positive incentive for filialty. But the filialty
re-luctantly obtained for the purpose of moving hard-hearted parents is far from
ethical principles. It will bring about a lot of social mal-practice until corrected.

keywords: 24 stoies of filialty; filial culture; social exchange; moral exchange;

benevolent father and filial son



