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Reflective Equilibrium and the Method of Moral Philosophy

Yao Dazhi

Abstract: Moral principles must have generality and objectivity. But in post —
metaphysic age, it is difficult for moral philosophy to Justify generality and
objectivity of moral principles. We can apply John Rawls’ reflective equilibrium as a
method of moral philosophy to Justify generality and objectivity of moral principles.
As for justification of generality, we may generally have two ways: one is “the gen-
Realization of fact”, an other may be called “to see it sub specie aeternitatis”.
Reflective equilibrium il-lustrates the way “to see — it sub specie aeternitatis”, and it
is more rational than “the generalization of fact” in the justification of generality of
moral principles. As for justification of objectivity, reflective equilibrium is a kind of
contractualism, which is more proper than other conceptions such as moral re-alisrn
and contextualism. By the contractualism, if a moral principle is agreed by all moral
agents, it may have its objectivity.
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