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SEAFESIEH

BT RBEA
(RLFEKRE sPEBEFR, K& 130024, HH#k)

#E: BRGZANBABEAGET RH ARG F L, MAT—RERBEAIEGTHR, FEiET5EH
FiETE A LA B TR L. C—F BRTEERGIER—MMT, B—F BXELRM), AN
B IR FE 635 T F R RIRABA . AR R A R, #ATSHNFET X, AR FA
FP LB IS, BEGIIRTARAS BT FHENNOEMN.

X4 L. BB B&

T E4%%: HO3 LHRAFIRAD: A

1. 3lig

ff2K51) (generic sentence), 44, JELL “HK” MRl HIBEIEEAN M) 1. HAE
Hod, ER— NS KN (episodic) 1/ ERFE JEHREE M (particular) H5E 2R — M
B il (Cohen 1999), 1 “ o k7, “fLEAHENIHIIHE" &) 1. XEhH) 111
B H 8 A G R e Y . PR, H I ER S AR I R E SIS,
HARRYE, RIPTRIE B AL H 2R b DUH TN M4, e 1422 “ 5
SR REA R, XA RRAE . R BENGL e Yy, PFTUAEZ CRAE R N
By Y5 XA ] (counterexample B exception), ELINFRA IR “ B4 KT X
Ay R [ ] B R T A 2 S, (HAREEIA S RIS, R RMAEL T “Sat” X
ASFIWTH I o [, A A LA A e 2R B ME LR R Bk A IR, B3
¥z “ LRI R XAl 5

TRBAIMMTTELE T 20 Al 70 40, BFY. By, AL, T 0myss
J7 TH 2438 53 AN R A A 6 LR HEAT T80 o (A5 — MR E N T e, KES TR
TR DGR 5 HHERE (commonsense reasoning) FEERI 24 (non - monotonic
logic) SFAUHRASRITTE, faRt)pi N TR RERIF RN MARAEER AR (default rule) thAf]
I FH I S 10 ) 759 B R ) 4518 (tentative conclusions) (Pei Wang 2004) .

A. Cohen 1999 4 H RR I A e 1138 S kAl B ¢ 3% 11 ) Think Generic! The Meaning
and Use of Generic Sentences (Cohen 1999)/& H Fixf #8528 A (A 97 b A 4 1 i 1L 1K) 2%
1o N 27 FE0 AR AL AP B B, UL M 5 27 (1) A1 N 3K M 7836 0 i ()1 5 IR
GV N A BERR A7, AL (2004, 2008). ik (2006, 2007) 22
NI 2 RN IE B2 (4] £ F 6 e R A) AR AT T lE A 91 8. “generic sentence” i
Jbitg (2004) 55— AR P SCHER R LR “RERR Ay, o [ 2 X LA — BN X R L
TEWE 5 TR R I RO U 2R AR %, flfs “generic sentence” 28 “452K M7 (4R
REFE 2010), X A[ g EF LR IR A IR TS RHE, AT GRS S AR S i,
AR MR AT “FRRA)7 ML,

PR IR ) N Y KON RIAETE 5 s - AR s AR, e ATTA R
IFEAIRAR, SRR R T — 8 I TE P 75 2 R I ) s 5 5 o, BENAS 2R S
AT FE FE AN AR SCRUR AR IS A 1 5 T A Wy ORI E 5 i is A5 7 AT 928
IR
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2. BEAEFSHAGH EMHES

FRPILETE 5 450 L0 SOB AR TR S5 . FERL “ 54Tk D, 87 g Im
(BEWD, WE “S”, “4w” BIEm (S, /E “P”7, XMIRHRACE “SP”, i)
FAJE T I ERER FEERE T PIA R — 2 ERCRF IR E A AR
IR IR AP E o

feRtER)EEA (syntactic form) ERIVR S, 0P aflli KZ2H A4
WY, WAEIERE 41 (Araven is black); F4liE ¥4 7 (Birds lay eggs); ETHH
¥4414 (The tiger has stripes) LA L45441d (Mary smokes), HIL[r] 552 BT L2
IR USRS 2R, i “Three birds fly” 5% “X H 94«7 LA 2 IERA T,
WP AT LS “92 Xahial” 2 (Mosquitoes carry the West Nile virus); “Bhz)id”
3. (Man can think); “/&” X (Bamboo shoots are edible) 1 “4&” . (Dogs have four
legs). PAFREIA) L AR SR AEAE R A M, 17 S A9 32 B2 FR A 1 A
AMA BVRFIE 5 A FES AR AR = AR SRR B, DA, AR 5 IR I X &5 kAT
WU, B2 RE R RO TR “R” M Em “s” k.

PUEHFR A ETE 2 LA 2 4417 (generic noun) (UL, RRZIRINE4,
RETLFWEY), n “HAPUERE” dis A7, GURERW, SOEMIRRATLIZ 0 0
Fh (Hsieh 2004 ) , —FPR21A$5251) (aspectual generic sentence) , 1 “ZEZ N, Y
— R RS ATE2E1) (modalistic generic sentence), & & LME AT “43” WIAELE bR ER,
m “ZRSIZNT . SSTREAMEL, RIS O] LRk T TR AR AT > 15 I 50 2 A e
(lawlikeness) IR .

T SR A ) T BUAR T B ST R AR AN E Hi5 44 3 B Cindefinite singular
noun). 4415 £ ( bare plural noun) . EFRHE4 04 (definite singular noun) DL %
A4 (proper noun) K784, (HETPH & EECE ERIT- S WARS, DA 8 ¥ R on A e iR
FE T (indefinite singular subject,ic/f “1S™) Fl#.4li 52 ¥ 10 (bare plural subject, it
1 “BP”) BHATXTEEIIZE, N A 1S Xf) 75 BP Ay FAEFR R A I il /NS Cminimal
contrast) (Greenberg 2003) .. /N AL R A7 R MR EFBUAHAL, Wi“ A Table has
four legs” F1 “Tables has four legs”, {HEAIIEAL i TE L AGEME B ERRAIRKZERI
faimg i, 1S A AT T3 07 (analytic) 55& X (definitional), i BP = f1) 11
5 TS (descriptive) 5144 (inductive), iy, 5 BP X A) ML, 1S XA)FHI%
MPERR, 40 “A madrigal is popular” 1 “Madrigals are popular”, % —/NM) 7%~
AR N T3 A, B, 1S A AR R I i I LR R, e T B
WU 5 RT3 2 A DG T FE IORIRE T ot e SR, 10 BP R AT SR s R R E0AN 2
IRMHS, T IR A T 200 S Fr A B TURE P,

g bPmid, e EOUFEINRIE IR 2, SRR FE . ERATEAT BT 4 )
XI5y 2 JE T LRI, AEFRn— A 3k at L, LTS AN eUe TR TR, 4F
BIrAR “SP” ) FHAAE I IRRAM T RerE . SEbr b, AW — MR 2R
e e RA)iEIER (syntactic form), 12 E MR X (meaning), HEX @& — RN FEI—
FRCE T S R (1 i, X AR T T AR 2 28 ) (Cohen 2001) . 24354 1% HE 75 4
AL, AR T3 FIEIURAMETE I, B IHAME S H R IR I R S I K, X2
T WA T AR R R OB R T e A .

3. HBEAEETERLMER
3.1 FEFRAMAAE ] H A 2l
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AFAE ) H 25 A S FR AN AETE 75 I ] b 838 R . 4R LA @ e A,
FIEM R —HK— T (Chung 2002), X #3485 40) 5 4%k 4) (universal sentences) 1
AL, AT E R AR 2 T AR E B AR A (FREEAE 20100, R ELE AT A
#2x KAl birds fly, PIAFREIEATIE I PG R BT A — & SIS A T Bt RR R 11
P M. HATER 208500 B 2 R 9 2 FR R A) I e B 22 1) i (Eckardt 1999; Al kit
2004; 5K 738 2006; Wang 2008), 5T (1) 3 Bk T AE

Greenberg (2003) tAh: 1S A1 BP AFGRAA LU RMA], EA153 MR AFHIRAA

Cirrelevant individual). 4% %M A& (exceptional individual). ANHHKI 5 C irrelevant
situations ) FIHFHI7 5 (exceptional situation). 1§ AZERIE— FT/NFEHOVE BN R],
W — AN NAE R IR X TN 2 — E R i 24 AR A i ) B 3 “ A first grade finishes school at
13:007, AHAFTIXANRR AR, Sk B T/ 0% 4 John S AAHIGAMA, it
TR R D T B AT AL R %A — R A Bill WA AIANMA; BRI L2 HR A
S, TS S8 . 2 4 B DRI B0 () b2 UL il 3 55 o 4RI A0 S M8 1Y) 25 A A 4R DY
P OL AR s SR )R B 2 T A RR 1A (W Btk AR A AH PR, Rl A4 5545 1
Wy e ENAF A ANATT ST i i S 48] A1l i 7 SO PRD6] S 491 1 75 20 e i 2 A R Sl A
RVRE 37 50 5 TE IR AE AT I 2 2

TEARKRESE b, IE 22 A M) R A AR 2 5 5 B bk T 28 ) o 25 8 M8 ) e R IE A AN
Wit Rz o, AHTE T BB TCRE S RIS LA AR — N A . 58 B0 MRS Ar ve 3 4y
KRS LK LA AL H I BOIAR G0 R T A6 ) B —MBOmReE, X Fh
BORI R AT S S S E RIS S B B T 2 OCH ZERE A o IE & XM, 45 AAT]
DL “ GOGAHANE” A B “ 22 Mams” SRR S . Rl ot 5o S0 b () U8 e 5
HAAEXA FR X o T A ZE I fpe 00 | S BRI RE . AT “ B4 7 1,
REZHAGOLT, BAIASZIBIRE “M A5, “LEAatGol 7 S HARG Y, ey e &
B SR, AR IR AGHE A% RS, 597 SRR “HEIEE &I
M2 T SUBYREAE RS “ TR TIPS 17 R B T X AR R A 1

TR AT H AT 2E Il @A LR SO AR 2R IR, AN IR ST AR ) 243 A I
B WAV £ B S FR 2R A) 28 2 I B A R AL L B 2 ) (03 SUARRE « SR s 491 FAT 8 L WL
il ATEE— 2B P SRR L o] 76 15 5 1 SEBmas A 43 B AR IR AR IR
3.2 RIS BT T ISt S ) R — R e i

FeAh) e — R oR I Cregularity) ()1 (Carlson 1989). Eti1 “Mary eats oatmeal
for breakfast”, ‘& (1) FLAE AN HH 23— 58 (R I [R] L M gk (1, RIS ZE 3005 1R 29 R 5. E Mary
WA R, WA AW Mary eats oatmeal for breakfast JyE.. st Eii, faRa) A HH T
IS TG — MR T F A, BRI (temporary) f5 SRS, L EE A
TR 55 B B AH IR
3.3 FRISAUM A HI W 5 AN FARAH G

FRRAJ AT G AT LS Celicit) AN ELE AIKT( Chung 2002), BIFR2EA]H
E=R(ERZ| EERN TR N S e N I = N IR 5= IS e A PS 9 = A (P R D0 B R NE 2
FRPAE RS R A S CIACRUE, “ a7 XA RN B, (HX TR SR 5Ok,
CEESTRT XN EIR LB, AT TS C RZ2HI LSRR — AU, A
FAETTLE—DNN, — AR, RIS UUE N TR, R mAg 4k, S5HEA
BT A SN T AASE (R LHE 2004).

3.4 AR NNTIAT IO I B AT B

FRRA R T H 2R, &~ AT (categorization), =415 LT X 4y

3R T-BE. i “Mosquitoes carry the West Nile Virus”. {Hf7 5 2], S2br U AZ|

3
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B 5r 2 (s F A S A0 XA Y Jé BT RE, A 48 2 LT USRI AN A I R R
. tEt &t “Mosquitoes don't carry the West Nile Virus” 3% /™31 W75 46 K 22 5T #5221
(17, AHET WO AATTENANEZ 21X Rl i, SE AN L 2% 20 ph X AN 1) 7 JIT 2460 5 TR 485 5 AE 28 08 70
TS, B PSR R 2

AN 2K SEARIS A1) T8 B f ) LU OB AR AIE o AR B T HAT IR, AN 2
EH ALY LA I, AR E SR, MR, FYITIA RE, AR A
(VREAE, A SIS T HAR Y . RIAETEF A L A S 2 UARCh S 1 P, 1A S
ZITUAN S I P A S 327, XA R ELE L e BRI, “HR” i
—RINRHIE, HRRE SIS X 5y, BR800k A1 e e i A 2 75 e T 2ok
FIIT RARRE . an “4Ear V8 e B R T P, AN T JE BR T H Ok
KEFW AT, Wik, AT ES “Mosquitoes carry the West Nile Virus” A&
“Mosquitoes don’ t carry the West Nile Virus” KX 431 5 HAbAE Yy, HARFL 24
FRISE 1~ PR AT S AN 85 417 I R 7 11

Leslie (2007) it JLEHE T A0SR I L 4R AR KRR 5 T2
3 A W R AT, B E TR AR R G B )1 L e T B OC T i Ak
( generalization ) 1 & B PR ¥, $2 H T 48 28 1) 2 ne 2 3 A1 2R A 3% il 1k ( default
generalization) MJAEbRICIETR 5 M AL EIFRRA)R AATHEAT YEWEAL IS ff 50 . 2 T
B.
3.5 FREAITIRIFFEA L LI, RS

FaR A B0 S Fr A IETRE P @S A R B . B, mdshdsr. A&
o 52 HARIAEE AR . NRBFEA ORI R L AN EN S5 A8 I AR 355 22 DR IR e, A7
G 2 ANSZ IS Th] 2 T sl Al — A 55 i) 1) 5 L L P 2Rt v e 2 L B S 48], e g
NAEZT”, RS ) L R w BEEORI I, XA &0 JE IR e T &
BIFIAT e o TE— e R B il = SO COR IR T, S8 1155 0 BE 2t B A 1 2 AR R
MWL . BEAE S EE N, B 9o < BRI 1R Fis 28 ) 23 28 3 Hh e 75 5 Uik 4fs
(negative evidence) FTHISS, 4ILBIKT 50%H], GG Pk ik B I 4 A 1) 3255,
HAEWER WK ARTEERTG G, MM T “YDRYFHEE, BRI 1G5 SR
W, AT RIS AR SR, RS R T AKAREE K, AL TR BRI VIO 25 B in) 8, JISEF, i
B9 K7 “HBEITK” MRRIE SRR A? BIESRRNIX — W) v AR AE A4 ?

WK, TS A RIFIRHE P 2 —MEKMIHRE, ek, e, RIFEnE
DRI 25 )45 a3 RIVE I 4 R o 7E i i i g se AT b, A TR AR N BRVE L e B 218 76 SO
JRR EREAR, R TENRE 5 AATH AT BB R R IR RE 8 KRITE
i

4. BAEHELEEPHIER
4.1 B, Rt

FRISEOIEH LA T B (1 5 R xS AR IRk ) BT, S ] — S
REPERE AT M 2B 58 2L R ) o AN SR 2 USSR S BT ) 5 SR T S T S 4
B A SR N O B A B R 0, AL R NSNS TR R 987 ). AR AATTIA
RIS RE R, AT A SRR T RENS U HEAR K L X TR R K $R28 6, IEW Croft &
Cruse {EIRIBVEBE I ZEDF DIREI 1055« JIRBRAT b BES A FWR B, A2 R0l
S — A RREIRR , 5 — A AR T A I E1 R AT LIS Y 2% 76 i A &
915 F (Croft & Cruse 2004). 520 Friis iR AE A TEA T AR BRI Ab T35
B, B FAE NIRRT 2 ss I pr R B A DI, feRAsAy

4
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R Y T8 MR AR L N 252 8 NS R s (3 S AR

CAR 55 480, ) 2 AT 2 L AR A ot R (T BsF [) pAy e A b = ol AR PR R AIE
TR 22 B 0] 5 291 08 e e 7 X ) 2 s 5 a4 T P 415 248 g Al v ot o U R S B AT
LB AL, NI SRS 1 B . i FRATH A ARG G “ B &, Bz
FEGMNMER “BRIE LA T 7 RIS TFHUN “VOBe 527 44900 “4ede i, WORTIT
MW7 AR Ui, Mg S,

XA i EIE TR RS T AR T I A RR A IR L, 513 S L AR
& (reference) Fi%{iE(quantification), A8 Y8R ™ A= 3= 150 P fF— AN B 02 B T AR A
FIT G FE TR MR BN G, L) 35 G A R — R I B 0T, T & AT
TR, GG T CEWT O SET LR
4.2 RG], InssRas R

55 a8 A2l — Mok ST (R AE SR SR A A 5, IS 2R 3 rh AT 10 25 38 2R 22 1
B R  RE ROR TS RIABUR B T IS . BRF (1987b) Rt TH0E T 5
A o FHOC R DY AL MRS, dLp—41 2148 (generic) 53R (individual). X HL[H)
RS AT UL FRIARAREL,  JUAR T & A B e 2 R e AR 2 B A FR . TR T
(1982) W AR mAFRIA G, AT DO — P 4 5 sl 0 RS 5 ok i
AERECE IR BTN AT, e — Pl NSk ” WA “RAT” B RERCR . thindEk A 22k
MO (i H ) ha—BOCTHIR S . “IXSeRb — S E A, N % —
FIAE LB B, AR HOYS P . F WG BRI O — s i kY T3k
SRR T AEPURIIE  COOR—MNRR, BRI, e, WRERANARE, A
I, BERE: —NEZEWER, EENUUE, DOBEEE, SRR, it EFRT X
FE“RAE” BZIE W WARZRE, HOC, /DU, 29305530, MR el i 4R 8T
BARREHS, RIGEE R, HH— ST ERRE], ST —Rg T 5t
(ground) Z ERIREMEIE (figure).

X F 25 2 S A8 T T R S AN S R0 R P2k 5 SO FEAS BTS04 AR b, et i
FHESWES, W CREHKT, SzEDLET”, XFEEW LAY, SRR T”, “)E1
FENTE I, S REIT WLARR S e 7 AR, XM A AU L FR S AR S I A A A
MIFIET L, TERGREUGSEE, A2 T INsmRIAs IR .

4.3 TREARI, fiA1as:

TR BB T A G 1aril b, A0 7152 i T2 2R a2 ) 1
i E % T RISMETFRCR 4. U ATEABETER) “ /D& R —FE .
B 5 W, XA AR R Lo I, MRS, AT TR %) B SO A R AE R AR AL
PE, BIBEERZLN . XA S T — AN “SPARA A7, SR A A? R
AR, FHEM. EEMNBEEIRE R, TUAHT “HIFRER7 “Boohh” 3R . W
UL, TRBREFRIA) P RRLLEAM” X R B 7RZ2AET /N LIS ARG R X
A LI RS T BE -

FEAFII ey, [ — S B T eSS A R AN AR . Bean FeAr T 3 AR &t
B2 2RI I ] FH S SR AR o B L — AN LR < I T RS L, I R AR AR
FgEAR 3587 P AAAE I 3L R A2 P AR e 5 b — AN PO AR s, X A1 T F ) A
CERURFEI” XA AR

[F2h SR, FEANT LLR TR BT T AN AR FE 2R A, HARSORTR) . Xt ) —
AN EEULI T 3RS FTFR 12 R RAE K e 73 2 S B R T o [R]— Ry mT LR R AN [ 1)
FRRFIE, WS ant, AROEE Y2 it TR [ 3R R AT A AN R &
T, AETE 55 0 F 50 5 SR IR — PR i D 2 bl 8135 2 A [ (10 5 55 P 23R B A [

5
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I Cintention) kg . BLIGE MR AR, D™ S i ) PRt 2 B2 i AN ],
ANTR] P8 A58 PR U A% 2 738 ) (AN [ T8 T AN TR R S AR i, AT ARG 2 17 AN ) ) LU g 8 o TR
WAET CHF) hRmcEm “&Hn %, EHE” B A FZE PR R IEEA R A
ik,

BT PR R REZIAAE 0 B R REAT A, A RIER SR, BRI IE R L
e ORI, BN TR, ANRRIAE SRR R — A S
(semogenesis), M KB5S AN [R] 1 P A [F] R 8 28 0] B B0 PR IE X 1) 25 2 Jse 45 )
kR A T BRI, o TAERE—A EER IR
4.4 WFER, YL AR

WAL Z AR FRARA— W 5 — 5 TS PR A TR A) 2K, (HE SO
CLIS SRS H ), A — AR, BB L. Bk, fa2807E AP AR
TR S T R OCE R, & AT R i A KA A F B B <K
X7, FERE B Z Bl T M E S OB TE, Be “AT 7, R E R A TR R
B, Tt NAERS] T E RS B .

TR (T30, (EFE) SESCREte Dl “N2d], MRS XL ENTER
FPERAT LT RSB E M. EIAGE T, DIRRa ) A dife T RIEPIEE . (B
SRR T R T A AR RN UL BT M M A S E A S ATH AT R R
FHOGI T I o bean oG T ARG “TEIAKS, BN “HH 5Lk, FHK
LT DR, BT AR A, MO AR AF, S TR ORI AR EE,
RELR”: “TRERAR—ER” “OPE2FK, B2 Fi” 55, KTEITIRENA: “BaRA,
BN, ZFRNHBENT; “FRMIRAG N “ =00, Ladk” &, X THaaana
R TG —MRT WL ZRAZN, WA EARL” 55,

XSG AL T 08 7 2k R LRSS AT U BRI 805 55 LR 8 2 1 1) 5 U B A
TR T XA SR A, 2] T L AR TE AR AEIR B (0% B, B AT AR
BRI B H0ES FB

5. &t

VE N AW AR 15 SIS, RN CASIE TIE S I EM. 8280 M
ANSZAGE R A (] A2, (H AT AR IS TN ], fEE S e KRR E
b, JERAIS RELHIZEN I TR . BB, AR RO R R R [
i, FRRAE DB I &R ATYRE VR R S F B 2 AT RS
o IR A AT — AN A B E S O K
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Generic Sentences and Its Language Application

SUN Xiaoxia & CHENG Xiaoguang
(School of Foreign Languages, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: The generic sentence is a proposition which denotes general characteristics or regularity
about a class but ignores episodic plots or particular facts. It has own features both on syntactic
structures and pragmatic uses. The generic sentence, on the one hand, indicates the lawlikeness and, on
the other hand, tolerates counterexamples. It is a very important means for human beings to gain
preliminary knowledge about the world and also a necessary means for speakers to reinforce a certain
pragmatic outcome. As a very common language phenomenon in everyday life, the generic sentence has
caught more and more linguists’ attention.

Keywords: generic sentence; counterexample; tolerance
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