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The Contemporary Construction of Civic Education Goals
FENG Jian-jun

(Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract: The purpose of civic education is to cultivate citizens of the time. Citizen is a
historical concept; different time requires different civic identity and quality. Citizens are not
subjects because they are the entities of rights; citizens are not “private” individuals because they
participate in public life. The nature and scope of citizens’ public life are different in different
times. Citizens of the time not only live in the nation, but also in the civic society and the global
society. Therefore, citizens of the time should be the unity of four identities. That is, they are
citizens of rights, citizens of the nation, citizens of the society, and citizens of the world. Civic
education should cultivate the compound citizens with civic knowledge, capacity, and morality
in the private, national, social and international life.

Key words: citizenship; compound citizen; civic education goals



