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From Natural Man to Social Man :the Evolution of the Human

Nature of Education in Modern Times
Tiefang Liu

( School of Education Science, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, 410081)
Abstract Based on natural teleology and the concept of the natural man, the classic
education represented by Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, aiming at the combination of
the good person and the reputable citizen, explores the goodness of the soul in a
rational way. With the advent of modern education, Empiricism, instead of
Rationalism, has become the basic path to knowledge, nature lost its charms and the
natural man as a basis for education gave way to that of the social man. Because of
this, from the beginning education put the individual in a social environment to train
them to adapt to modern social life, in this way, founding the basic themes of modern
education: the theme of the science, that is to say adaptation to modern industrial life

and the theme of democracy, in other words adaptation to political life. Focusing on



science and democracy, the greatest achievement of the modern education is to train
citizens to adapt to modern life, but on the other hand, it gets away from the concept
of the natural man which also makes the modern person feel lost and weak. The most
important foundational goals of current education are to reclaim the relationship
between man and nature, to make the development of the individual return to being
based on the concept of the natural man and to unify the good person and the good
citizen.

key words human nature of education  natural man social man



