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Guo Yue

Abstract: Aboriginal land claims in Canada are still to be resolved today. In the early time of the
North American colonies, the British took a policy of purchasing the land of aboriginal peoples
by treaty negotiations. The newly established Canada continued the treaty negotiation in order to
expand its territory and accelerate immigration and exploration, and the Indian Act was passed
for the purpose of regulating and controlling aboriginal peoples. Then the Canada government
ignored all the land claims aboriginal peoples asserted and the treaty process stopped. The
persisted protesting and struggling of aboriginal peoples made Canada confront their land
claims again. The government of Canada restarted the treaty process and some progress has
been made since 1970s.

Keywords: Canada; aboriginal peoples; aboriginal rights; land claims; treaty; ethnic
self-government



