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Import for Export? An Empirical Analysis of Relationshipbetween Export
and Import of China



Chaoqun Zhan, Qian Dai

Abstract: Since the launch of the reform and opening policy in 1978, the international trade of
China has developed rapidly. Especially, the international trade entered a new era of development
after Deng Xiaoping’s Southern Tour in 1992. This paper discusses the relationship between the
rapidly developed import and export of China. This paper calculates the value of products which are
produced by imports from 1992 to 2008 through input-output tables of China and makes a
guantitative analysis between that and the value of exports. The analysis shows that to some extent
imports are traded for purposes of exports. After that, this paper analyses how does each industry’s
exports depends on imports. And if most of them highly depend on imports and value of exports of
these industries counts a lot, it can also testify the statement of “import for export”. The result of the
analysis shows that 11 of the 15 industries’ exports are highly related to imports and value of
exports of these 11 industries accounts for 86% of the total export value in average during 1992 to
2008. And this testifies the statement of “import for export” on the other side.

Key words: import; export; input-output table
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