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Analysis of the Origins of Chinese Surnames and Clan Names Culture and
Its Cultural Functions

Bao Yinhui

(College of Arts/International College, Renmin University of China, Suzhou, 215123)

Abstract: The surnames and clan names are cultural symbols which represent the blood relationship in
Chinese social structure. Both of them have a long history and plump connotation as an important part of
Chinese culture. With the developing of related science and the hot of seeking for the origin of culture, the
Chinese surnames and clan names show their special cultural value. Research on the features of the
culture of Chinese surnames and clan names by following the clue of their origins and development, and
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based on which to illustrate their social functions. It is significant for all Chinese to remember their blood
and cultural root.

Keywords: surnames and clan names,culture,origin,function,Chinese culture



