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The Public Sphere and the Private Sphere: Review of Changes of
Personal Life

Guo Jun

(Graduate School of Education, Peking University, City / Province, Postal Code)

Abstract: The public sphere and the private sphere is a pair of discourse direction of western
philosophy. The book of “Changes of Personal Life: love, family and intimate relation in a Chinese
village from1949 to 1999” written by professor Yan Yunxiang, taking the xiajia village of Heilongjiang
Province’s as the investigation object, describes from the social relations, the family property and
supporting old person on the topic of “the public domain” to the private sphere likely the love matters,
sexual relations, birth control. This article will base on the relationship between the public sphere and
the private sphere, especially in the private sphere, narrating the main content and research technique
of the book, and discuss the related question of qualitative research, in order to deeply understand the
qualitative research.

Keywords: Public sphere, Private sphere, Qualitative research
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