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Power, Duty and Trust: Physician-patient Relationship in Late Imperial China
TU Feng-en
(Research Center for Digital Humanities, National Taiwan University, Taiwan)

Abstact: Through analyzing the medical cases written by the Ming-Qing physicians, this article
focuses on the power, duty and trust between patients and physicians in pre-modern China. In
late imperial China, patients were active in the process of remedy. They could choose varieties of
healers, including literati-physicians, charlatans and even shaman-doctors, and sometimes they
also did self-healing. In the bedside, the sickness often consulted several different physicians
simultaneously. The healing process thus was a tug of war in which different forces including the
physicians, patients and the relatives of the patient disputed.
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