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Province Fellow Network and Over-embeddedness: The

Trangtion of Personal Network of Sun Yat-sen, 1895—1911

Yao Shuheng

(School of Sociology and Anthropology, Sun-yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, Ching)

Abstract: The works on the “paradox of embeddedness” written by Uzzi (1996, 1997) suggest
that embeddedness is a logic of exchange that promote efficiency and complex adaption, while in
the same process, over- embeddedness would weaken the adaptation of organizations. Based on
the data of personal network of Sun-yat-sen from 1895 to 1911, this article analyzes the process of
how Sun-yat-sen bridged several province fellow groups and became the leader of his personal
network, however, over-embeded networks of provincial ties points to the lack of complete
connections among different networks which causes the context in which Sun-yat-sen suffered
suspicion and challenge. At last , this essay points out that the lack of trust, conflicts of objects,
competition of resources, and the loss of authority would lead to the negative effects of over-

embeddedness.

Key words: province fellow network, over-embeddedness, negative effect
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